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You have the power
with prepaid metering

Energy tips

Prepaid metering is as simple as it sounds: Members pay for electricity
before it is used, then use the electricity until the credit expires. A terrific analogy for prepaid metering is putting gas in your car. Say you only
have $30 for the week to pay for gasoline. You drive to the station, pump
in $30 and drive off. As you drive during the week, you monitor the gauge
and make sure each trip is necessary. If you drive too much, you burn up
your $30 before the week is out. Literally. By checking the gauge throughout the week, you become more prudent and make informed decisions on
when and how much gas to use.
Now let’s transfer that analogy to your account with Flint Energies. With
traditional metering, you get a bill after you have used the electricity.
Sometimes it comes as a shock. “How could I possibly have used so much
electricity?” Prepaid metering is designed to ease—and hopefully eliminate
—that shock. Let’s take a look at how it works.
The components of a prepaid metering system aren’t much different from
regular metering. Two extra pieces are required: a way to turn off the power when all your money is used and a way for Flint to tell you how much is
left in your account. Think of this as your “electricity tank gauge.” On the
cooperative’s side, we handle the extra software and processes.
Now let’s see it in action. You have the prepaid metering equipment installed. Prepaid users often receive electricity use notifications through a
smartphone app, emails and text messages.
Now you decide how often you want to buy electricity. Monthly? Weekly?
Then you budget for a certain amount of power and pay the co-op. One
Continued on page 20C
The same way you purchase
gas before you use it, you can
purchase electricity before you
use it. Prepaid users receive
notifications to help you monitor how much power is left in
your account's "tank". Then
you can refill your account
before it is empty.
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Set your air conditioner's fan speed on
high, except on very humid days. When
humidity is high, set the fan speed on
low for more comfort. The low speed on
humid days will cool your home more
effectively and remove moisture from
the air because of slower air movement
through the cooling equipment.

Is your room air conditioner
working overtime? Reduce
air leaks by installing rigid
foam panels (instead of
the commonly used accordion panels) in between
the window frame and
unit, and secure with duct
tape.
Source: energy.gov
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We’ll show you, step by step...
how to make a payment using our kiosk.

Step 1 Touch screen to begin

Step 2 Accept User Agreement

Step 3 Select “Utilities” under Billing
Category, then Flint Energies

Step 4 Insert bill or enter your
account number manually

Step 5 Enter your last name, telephone number and the last 4 digits of
your Social Security number

Step 6 Select payment type
and enter amount

Step 7 Insert payment type and
take receipt. Congratulations! Your
Flint bill is paid.
For a full list of kiosk locations, visit
www.flintenergies.com
or call 800.342.3616.

Kiosks not located at Flint offices are available only during
normal business hours for that business. Check location for
operating hours.
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Continued from page 20A
of the easiest ways to pay is through our PaySite kiosks at
the Member Center in Warner Robins, the headquarters
office in Reynolds and at several local businesses throughout our service area. Bingo, your electricity tank is full.
During the time period you have paid for (let’s say a
week, for this example), you receive regular feedback
on how much you have left in your tank. As you approach empty, you add more to your account and are
then set for the next period. If you run out, the power
goes off, just like your car stops when it runs out of gas.
To complete the analogy, let’s look at what you have
been doing during the week. You become quite aware
of how you are using electricity. You turn things off
more often. You may change the setting on your thermostat so you don’t cool or heat as much. You might
cook outside to avoid using the oven or make sure your
dishwasher is really full before running it. Industry
studies show that consumers who participate in prepaid metering plans use up to 10 percent less electricity
than their counterparts.

Flint Energies
will be closed
Monday, September 5,
in observance of
Labor Day.
The day after a holiday
is extremely busy for
Member Services. Please
use automated services
like phone or the Internet,
or postpone your visit, if
possible. Your patience
is appreciated.

Prepaid metering teaches the value of electricity, what
uses watts in your home, provides absolute control
over how much you pay and helps you reduce your
energy use. It is a tremendous way to power your life.
Contact Flint Energies to learn more about our prepaid
metering program called Pay Your Way.

Teachers, don't
miss out on
$1,000 for your
classroom!
Visit
flintenergies.com
to apply for a 2016
grant. The deadline
is Friday,
September 2.
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With Pay Your Way
from Flint Energies, you
have payment power.
Pay Your Way is a
prepaid billing solution
that allows you to
purchase electricity
before you use it.
Call 1.800.342.3616
or sign up online at
flintenergies.com to
get started.

o
p
Be

!
l
u
f
wer

Zero deposit.
Zero late fees.
Recharge your
account 24/7.
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Meet Mia O'Malley
Member Services Support Representative
Member Center

Barbecue-stuffed
peppers

Cooperative cuisine

Courtesy of Georgia Grown

ISTOCK.COM/JOSEF MOHYLA

1 pound ground beef
½ cup diced sweet onion
1 tablespoon BBQ seasoning rub
½ cup dill pickles, chopped
1 cup BBQ sauce, divided
2 cups potatoes, diced small
Salt and pepper, to taste
6 medium bell peppers, cut in half,
seeds removed
¼ cup water
Preheat oven to 325 degrees. In a large skillet, cook
ground beef until pink is gone. Add onions to the pan
and cook 2-3 minutes. Drain excess fat off meat, then
add seasoning rub and ½ cup barbecue sauce. Let
simmer for several minutes. While the meat is cooking,
cook potatoes in salted water until almost tender, 2-3
minutes once it boils. Drain potatoes, then add to meat

mixture. Add chopped pickles, stirring to combine.
Adjust seasoning and salt and pepper to taste.
Divide mixture evenly among peppers. Place peppers
in an ovenproof dish and drizzle remaining barbecue
sauce over the top of peppers. Pour 1/4 cup water in
bottom of pan and cover with aluminum foil. Bake
about one hour or until peppers are tender. Serves 6-10.

Co-op Card deals
Each week, we feature a Co-op Connections Card
Deal of the Week. The following local businesses
offer discounts when you show your Co-op
Connections Card:
August 1: Receive free high-speed Internet in
room, free breakfast for one day and free access
to local gym at Days Inn in Warner Robins
August 8: Get 20% off merchandise in
Pro Shop at International City Golf Club
in Warner Robins
August 15: 10% off, excluding appliances
and electronics, at Farmers Home
Furniture in Warner Robins
August 22: Get 10% off cremation or
burial fee at Pet Plantation Funeral
Home in Warner Robins
August 29: Purchase maintenance and get
three services for the price of two, waiver
of trip charges and 10% discount on all
repairs at Pro-Tech Plumbing in Byron
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