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Energy tips

Effective with Member billings that begin April 1, Flint Energies’ base
residential rate will move from $25 per month to $27. It follows a rate
change plan that calls for the residential base charge to increase to $29 per
month by 2018.
“We calculated the actual cost of providing service to a residential location
at over $32 per month,” says Flint Energies Senior Vice President Jimmy
Autry. “We anticipate our monthly base charge to rise a bit each year as
we cover these higher costs of service.”
The base charge is the fixed amount charged each billing period to cover
Flint’s cost of a meter, reading the meter, billing the account through
data processing and collecting and crediting payment, Autry adds. It also
includes covering the co-op’s cost to provide 24/7 service and an outage
reporting system.
Also with this rate change, the kilowatt-hour (kWh) charge for all rates
will increase
$0.0055 (just over
one-half cent).
The cost of a kWh
is driven by the
wholesale price
of the electricity
generation Flint
purchases. Flint’s
residential rate
will go from 10
cents per kWh to
10.55 cents per
kWh on April 1.
The wholesale
power cost adjustment rider, which
can change
monthly, will go
Continued on
page 26B
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Properly installed shades can be one
of the most effective ways to improve
windows’ energy efficiency. Lower
them during summer; in winter, raise
during the day and lower at night on
south-facing windows. Dual shades,
with reflective white coating on one
side and a heat-absorbing dark color
on the other, can be reversed with the
seasons and save even more energy.

Warmer weather is on the
way! Use energy-efficient
window treatments or
coverings, like blinds,
shades and films, to
reduce heat gain in your
home. These devices not
only improve the look of
your home, but also
reduce energy costs.
Source: U.S. Department of
Energy
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down from a charge of $0.004/kWh to a credit of
$0.002/kWh on April 1, but can fluctuate based on the
costs to generate power.
“We work every day to offer reliable, affordable electric
service,” says Autry. “As a local, not-for-profit electric
cooperative, our primary goal is to minimize the effects
of potential increases while maintaining cost-effective
reliable electric service that Members can count on.
“Even with the rate changes, the value of electricity remains very high,” Autry adds. “Over recent years, electricity’s price has risen less than many other member costs.”
Other rate changes will affect a few larger commercial
users. Each of them will be contacted
about those changes, according to Autry.

check payment will be eligible for a reduced base service
charge of $13.50 instead of $27 per month. LIHEAP is
administered by the local community action agencies.
Members can reduce the effects of the rate increase on
their electric bill through these simple tasks:
1) Conduct an online energy audit at flintenergies.
com. Click on the Weather widget to complete a simple
form to calculate your energy use. By conducting the
online energy audit, you can make small changes in
your energy consumption to reduce your electric bill.
In addition, you can receive energy saving tips via the
Flint Energies website.
2) Reducing your electric bill is as simple as changing a lightbulb. For example, if you replace your five most frequently
used lightbulbs with energy-efficient LED lightbulbs, you
could save approximately $75 a year in energy costs.

Base rate changes will also be in effect
for the other rate schedules, which have
been billed at $25 per month. Members
may compare current residential rates
online at the Georgia Public Service
Commission website:
psc.state.ga.us/electric/surveys/residentialrs.asp

Option for Prepaid
Nearly 9,000 Flint Energies Members
have opted for the Pay Your Way prepaid service. The rate charged for Pay
Your Way is exactly the same paid by
other residential Members. The $27 per
month base charge is actually allocated
and charged on a daily basis for Pay
Your Way accounts at the rate of 90
cents per day, plus taxes. Pay Your Way
Members make no deposits with Flint
and do not receive a monthly bill. Instead, those Members pay in advance for
electricity online, on their smartphone,
in an office, at a payment kiosk or at a
remote payment station on a schedule
of their own choosing. There are no
deposits, no late fees and no disconnect
charges with Pay Your Way.
Option for Low Income
Members who receive a Low Income
Heating Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) check to help them pay for electricity can be placed on Flint’s low-income rate. After April 1, Members who
confirm their LIHEAP standing with a
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Think outside
the box for
energy savings
We all know the traditional ways to save energy and
money on the electric bill, like turning the lights off
in an empty room and setting the thermostat back a
few degrees before bedtime.
Here are eight less obvious ways to cut energy costs
around the house, courtesy of BankRate:
1. Paint your roof white. According to Lawrence
Berkeley National Laboratory, buildings with white
roofs in sunny climates use up to 40 percent less energy.
2. Turn off everything, every night. Unused lights
aren’t the only energy-wasters in your house. Before
you go to bed each night, check every room and turn
off ceiling fans; unplug unused phone chargers and
the cable or satellite box; and check for small appliances and cords that are turned off but still plugged in.
Unplug them too.
3. Lower the water heater temperature to 120 degrees.
That’s hot enough to keep your water clean and bathers
comfortable, but low enough to prevent scalding and
to save a few bucks on your energy bill.
4. Replace disposable air-conditioning and heating
filters with a reusable one. It will save you money on
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filters, but more important, it will allow you to clean
the filter more often because you won’t have to wait
until you buy a new filter.
5. Switch to energy-efficient appliances. If your refrigerator, washer/dryer or dishwasher is 10 years old,
they’re energy hogs compared with the latest models.
6. Caulk or weather strip around windows and doorframes and around the top of the basement wall. Look
for a small gap or crack between the concrete block wall
and the ceiling. Also, fill in holes in the wall where wires,
cables and pipes enter the home from the outside.
7. Buy ENERGY STAR appliances. Those products are
guaranteed to use less energy than other devices. Those
savings add up.
8. Install a programmable thermostat. The newest,
smart thermostats do everything from “sense” that
nobody’s home—and set themselves back—to keep a
record of your energy use to help you figure out where
you’re wasting energy. Automatically turning the air
conditioning up or the heat down a few degrees when
everyone’s asleep will produce substantial savings on
your heating and cooling bills.
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Business is just peachy

By
Donna
Abernathy

Co-op electricity helps producers pack an economic punch

“Mr. Bob” Dickey grabs a fresh peach from
the basket and settles into a comfortable
rocking chair before the savoring begins.
One big bite into the soft, fuzzy skin sends
juice cascading down his chin, prompting a
broad smile. As fruit whizzes along the packing line behind him, the veteran peach grower
demonstrates how the year’s harvest is going
without speaking a single word. Business at Dickey
Farms—and throughout Georgia peach country—
is just peachy.
Georgia’s peach industry, which ranks third
nationally in production, is concentrated in
Crawford, Peach, Taylor and Macon counties.
Producers enjoyed an above-average harvest
following ideal growing conditions in the winter and spring of 2016, says Kent Hoots, grower
coordinator for the Georgia Peach Council.
Local farms packed and shipped about 2 million 25-pound boxes of fruit from mid-May to
early August, adding some $40 million to the
region’s economy.

Three generations of the Dickey family conduct a taste test of the 2016
peach crop. From left are Robert, Lee and Bob. Bob’s grandfather recruited
his Musella neighbors to sign up for cooperative electricity in the 1930s so
he could secure power for the Dickey Farms packing house.

Four of Georgia’s five major peach growers are Members of Flint Energies. They include Dickey Farms, in
Musella; Lane Southern Orchards and Pearson Farm,
both near Fort Valley; and Taylor Orchards, on the
outskirts of Reynolds.
These family farms have deep roots in Middle Georgia,
where an ideal climate and soil provide the foundation
for producing famous Georgia peaches. Some date back

to the post-Civil War era, when Georgia earned its
“Peach State” nickname for shipping the sweet produce
to the peach-hungry North.

A powerful connection

The commercial producers in Flint’s service territory combine to grow 8,800 acres of peaches. About
75 percent of those acres are under electric-powered
irrigation.
Co-op electricity also powers modern, computer-driven
packing operations that speed fresh peaches from local
farms to retail stores throughout the eastern U.S. Most
produce reaches stores within 24 hours of harvest.
The relationship between cooperative power and local
peach growers dates back to 1937, when farmers in
Taylor County proposed forming a consumer-owned
electric utility. Realizing the potential value in electrifying their packing sheds, peach growers were among
Among the computer-operated packing equipment at Lane Southern Orchards is an Autoline sizer that uses two cameras to make
15 to 20 photos of each peach and, in less than a second, separates
the fruit based on its size and color.
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invites consumers to get closer to the source of their food.
Bob Dickey throws up a hand in greeting as a tour bus
pulls up in front of the long, open-air building housing
both the Dickey Farms packing shed and retail store.
Each year, Dickey employees welcome tourists who
come in search of fresh-from-the-orchard fruit, creamy
homemade peach ice cream and a ringside seat to see
produce processed and packed for commercial customers.

Each year, tourism dollars flow into Middle Georgia as thousands
of visitors head to packing houses in search of fresh-from-theorchard peaches.

the early supporters. Bob Dickey recalls stories about
how his grandfather went from door to door in Musella
to urge his neighbors in the Crawford County community to join the newly formed co-op.
“He offered to pay the $5 [membership fee] for them,
so they would have enough commitments to get the
electric lines run out here,” he says.
The availability of rural electricity played a key role in
helping Dickey Farms and other Georgia peach packers
modernize their operations with labor-saving equipment in the 1930s and 1940s. Decades later, reliable
electricity continues to be essential for implementing
the cutting-edge technology that ensures peaches are
marketed at peak freshness.
Flint Energies powers the packing operations at Dickey Farms and Lane Southern Orchards. At the height
of peach season, a single packing house uses as much
electricity as 130 average homes, says
David Yelton, the cooperative’s agricultural representative.

Just west of Interstate 75 on Highway 96, Lane Southern Orchards hosts an average 300,000 guests annually
for an up-close look at one of the world’s most sophisticated fruit-packing facilities. From an elevated walkway, visitors can watch freshly picked peaches move
through a system of equipment that washes, waxes, sorts,
sizes and labels the fruit in preparation for packing and
shipping 1 million cartons per season.
Outside, guests can join tour guides like 83-year-old
Nick Strickland Jr. for a ride through a peach orchard.
Along the way, they can learn how crops are grown
and harvested.
Local producers bridge the gap between fresh fruit
seasons by marketing peach-flavored foods via their
websites. Offerings such as preserves, jellies, syrups
and even salsas help keep consumers’ taste buds tuned
to Georgia-grown peaches throughout the year.
Consumers won’t have long to wait for the next crop
of peaches. Local orchards are now awash in pink
blossoms, signaling the promise of fresh fruit soon.
By mid-May, cooperative electricity-powered packing
lines will be cranking up as growers prepare for what
they hope is another “peachy” season.

“If we have even a blip in electricity, the
whole place panics,” Dickey said about
the importance of reliable power for his
family’s business.

Tapping into tourism

Commercial peach growers also bring
tourism dollars to the region by combining agriculture with entertainment. The
economic niche, called agritainment,
In 2016, Middle Georgia growers packed and
sold about 2 million 25-pound boxes of peaches,
adding some $40 million to the region’s economy.
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Commitment to community
Operation Round Up
The Flint Energies Foundation Board of Directors awarded $35,600 in grants during its January
meeting. Organizational grants went to the following recipients:
$5,000 | Taylor County High School Volleyball Program | Funds will be used to purchase
uniforms and equipment for the newly organized team and pay fees for game officials.
$5,000 | Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Georgia | The Central Georgia– Warner Robins Unit will
use the funds to provide scholarships for children to attend their eight-week summer camp.
$5,000 | Magnolia Manor Nursing Home of Marion County | Funds will be used to finish
supplying a television in every room and assist with the cost of constructing a serenity garden
for the residents.
$5,000 | Houston County Board of Education–Social Services Department | The grant will be
used to provide two years’ worth of materials and incentives to promote better attendance
for students with chronic truancy issues.
$5,000 | Marion County Fire Services /Marion County Board of Commissioners | Funds will
be used to purchase two electric fans, a set of turnout gear, helmets, gloves and radios for
volunteer fire departments.
$5,000 | Middle Georgia Stars | The grant will be used for tournaments, uniforms, lodging,
transportation and meals for at-risk female athletes during their summer enrichment camp
in Washington, D.C.
$2,500 | Enrichment Services Program Inc. | The grant will help fund the Tools for Success
initiative for Early Head Start Programs in Chattahoochee and Talbot counties.
$2,000 | Warner Robins High School Touchdown Club | Funds will be used to purchase video
equipment for the whole athletic department.
$1,100 | Marion County Extension | Funds will be used to purchase a small portable projector,
poster board, construction paper, paint, markers and an electric pressure washer.
The Flint Energies Foundation is funded
by Operation Round Up, in which
Members can elect to have their power
bill rounded up to the nearest dollar.
Members give an average of only $6 per
year, but it adds up to big assistance to
nonprofit organizations.
To sign up for Operation Round Up or
Operation Round Up Plus, go to our website at flintenergies.com, click the My
Community tab and drop down to the
Sign Up for Operation Round Up tab.
If your nonprofit is interested in applying for a
grant, you may also go to flintenergies.com
to the My Community tab and drop down
to the Foundation Funding Application.
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Meet Candace Rigsby
Supervisor of Member Services
Reynolds and Upatoi

Cooperative cuisine

Southern
pimento cheese

2 cups freshly grated sharp cheddar cheese
½ cup pimentos, drained
½ cup mayonnaise
Dash of cayenne pepper, to taste
1 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce
Dash of hot sauce, to taste

ISTOCK.COM / WARREN_PRICE

Courtesy of Georgia Grown

In a large bowl, stir together cheddar cheese, pimentos,
mayonnaise, cayenne pepper, Worcestershire sauce
and hot sauce. Cover and refrigerate mixture for 2
hours.
Note: This can be used as a spread on sandwiches, as a
topping for hamburgers or as an appetizer served with
crackers. Yields about 3 cups.
Visit Georgia Grown’s website, georgiagrown.com, for
information on farms and producers across our state.

Co-op Card deals
Each week, we feature a Co-op Connections
Card Deal of the Week. The following local
businesses offer discounts when you show
your Co-op Connections Card:
March 6: Receive a 10 percent discount at the
Best Western Peach Inn in Warner Robins
March 13: Get a special rate of $35 for the
first year in Houston County for the
Houston Home Journal in Perry
March 20: Receive 10 percent off the
buffet (one per customer) at the
Kathleen location of Stevie B’s
March 27: Get a 5 percent discount on
orders from price list at Sherry’s Shirt
Shop in Warner Robins
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