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Flint mini feature
Tips to prevent wildfires
In 2016, more than 65,000 wildfires burned 5.4 million acres of land in
the United States, according to the National Centers for Environmental
Information. The worst part? Many of these wildfires could have been
prevented.
While some wildfires are caused by lightning, approximately 90 percent
are caused by human error. Many times, wildfires occur when campfires
are left unattended, debris is burned improperly or cigarettes are carelessly
discarded.
A wildfire can grow rapidly out of control when three conditions are
present: oxygen, fuel and a heat source. The fuel can be any flammable
materials near the wildfire, and the heat source can be a variety of things,
like campfires, cigarettes or even warm winds. When these three conditions
are met, a violent wildfire can ensue.
By taking a few extra precautions, campers and outdoor enthusiasts can
enjoy the sights of nature without causing a wildfire. See below for a few
tips from National Geographic to help prevent
wildfires.

August 2017

Energy tips

Setting your thermostat to a
colder setting than normal
when you turn on your air
conditioner will not cool
your home any faster and
could result in excessive
cooling and unnecessary
expense.
Source: U.S. Department of Energy

If you find yourself in the
path of a wildfire, evacuate
immediately. Listen to local
emergency notifications
for the most up-to-date
information. Better yet,
make a wildfire plan for
you and your family before a fire occurs.
Visit ready.gov/wildfires
for more information
about wildfire safety and
prevention.
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Save the date
80th Annual Meeting of Members

Tuesday,
Oct. 17, 2017

Utility Building, Flint Corporate Headquarters, Reynolds, Georgia
Doors open at 8:30 a.m. l Business meeting begins at 10 a.m.
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Visit with local businesses that
offer discounts exclusively to Flint
Members as part of our Co-op
Connections Card program.

Free commemorative gift to the first
1,000 adults. What will it be? You'll
have to come and see for yourself!

President/CEO Bob Ray will give a
brief report on the state of the
Cooperative. Members will elect
two Directors and vote on two
bylaw amendments.
In addition to the attendance gifts,
each adult will receive a ticket for
the prize drawing. More than 30
door prizes will be given away,
including bikes, a flat-screen
television and gift cards.

The Dixie Echoes

Listen to the Southern gospel sounds
of the Dixie Echoes and enjoy a
barbecue lunch from Fincher’s
Barbecue, delivered to your seat.
The grand prize of a $1,500 electric
bill credit will go to one lucky
Flint Energies Member. Receive a
second chance to win the grand
prize and other great prizes by
returning your mail ballot and
attending the Annual Meeting.
FlintEnergies.com

With Bright Ideas, the
future is bright for
students in local K-12
classrooms. Teachers
can win up to $1,000 in
grant funds to implement
innovative lesson plans
that are not part of the
regular school budget.
Bright Ideas has
energized projects from
butterfly gardens to
storybook theater.
Flint Energies and its
Foundation are proud to
power the future of our
children with the help of
those who participate
in Operation Round Up.
Since 2006, Bright Ideas
has awarded nearly
$135,000 in grants to
teachers for 157 projects
teaching 5,000 students
and counting. Now,
that’s a bright future!
For more information
on how you can help
students, visit
flintenergies.com
and sign up for
Operation Round Up.

Celebrating more than
a decade of
powering education
August 2017
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BYRON MCCOMBS

Flint Energies
offers students
lessons in
leadership and
civic responsibility

Outstanding students from across Georgia, including five
who represented Flint Energies, recently returned from the
Washington Youth Tour, a weeklong leadership experience
exclusively for teens sponsored by the electric cooperatives in
Georgia.
From June 8-15, delegates Peyton Etheridge, Derek Huell,
Samantha Scholz, Lawson Smith and Abigail Turner joined
1,700 of their talented and ambitious peers in Washington,
D.C., to build leadership skills, understand the importance
of civic involvement and community service, and tour the
nation’s historic sites to gain a greater understanding of the
country’s rich and storied heritage. When combined, various aspects of the trip provide a unique lesson that cannot be
duplicated in any classroom.
Jennie Lacey, Youth Tour Coordinator for Flint Energies,
says a carefully chaperoned tour of the nation’s capital and
its treasured monuments and memorials provides students
not only a meaningful history lesson but also the opportunity to
experience it through interactive exhibits and firsthand accounts.
“The sunset parade at the Iwo Jima memorial made the
greatest impact on me,” says Abigail. “I was filled with pride
when I thought about all the men and women who daily
sacrifice and serve our great nation.”
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Flint Energies sent five students as delegates on the Washington
Youth Tour. From left are: Peyton Etheridge, Warner Robins
High School; Lawson Smith, Houston County High School;
Abigail Turner, Veritas Classical School; Derek Huell, Columbus
High School and Samantha Scholz, Warner Robins High School.

While in D.C., stops included Mount Vernon, Arlington National Cemetery, U.S. Capitol, National Archives,
National Cathedral, Supreme Court, Library of Congress, the Smithsonian museums and Kennedy Center.
The students also toured the revered Jefferson, Lincoln,
FDR, Martin Luther King Jr., World War II, Vietnam
and Korean War memorials. In addition, the group had
dinner one evening at Toby’s Dinner Theatre and saw
the play “Beauty and the Beast.”
In addition to taking in the sights of the nation’s capital,
students gained perspective on some of today’s important issues and their role as involved citizens. Everyone
had the opportunity to engage with staff and/or members
of Georgia's congressional delegation, including U. S.
Reps. Sanford Bishop and Austin Scott. They also had a
quick photo opportunity with U.S. Sen. Johnny Isakson.
Finally, all state groups convened for National Youth
Day, sponsored by the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, to learn from public figures and
other inspirational speakers, including Olympic gold
medalist and author Mike Schlappi.

BYRON MCCOMBS

Nearly 50,000 students from rural areas and small
towns across America have participated in this program. Some Youth Tour alumni have gone on to design
airplanes, to lead companies and to serve in the highest

KATHRYN CLAXTON

This year's Georgia contingent included 113 student
delegates, 14 chaperones and three tour directors who
attended a kickoff banquet in Atlanta for the delegates
and their families before departing the next morning
for D.C. According to Lacey, the Youth Tour helps EMCs
promote stronger communities and a stronger nation
by giving young people the ability and desire to make
meaningful, lifelong contributions to their communities.

Flint Energies is thrilled to announce that Derek Huell, of
Midland, was selected by the Georgia delegation to be their
2017 Youth Leadership Council representative. This is a unique
leadership opportunity in which only one person from each state
delegation is selected, and Derek will represent Georgia on a
national platform.

ranks of government, including the U.S. Senate, and
many more are serving in some role in state and local
government.
Photos from this year’s tour are posted on the national
Youth Tour website at photos.youthtour.org.
Flint Energies is a Member-owned cooperative providing
electricity and related services to 17 counties.
Georgia EMC is the statewide trade association representing the state’s 41 EMCs, Oglethorpe Power Corp.,
Georgia Transmission Corp. and Georgia System
Operations Corp. Collectively, Georgia’s memberowned EMCs provide electricity and related services to
4.4 million people, nearly half of Georgia’s population,
across 73 percent of the state’s land area.

Delegates pause for a photo beside the Vietnam Women's
Memorial. This statue is dedicated to the women of the
United States who served in the Vietnam War. Most, but not
all, were nurses.
August 2017
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Retirements lead to proposed Board reduction
Retirements are life-changing events, not only for
the retiree but also the company he or she leaves
behind. In January, Paul Hibbitts retired from the
Flint Energies Board of Directors after 19 years. In
May, Sam Wellborn retired following 25 years of
service to the Board. While we will miss their presence, the positive impact they had on Flint continues.
Their retirements changed the dynamic of the Flint
Energies Board by creating vacancies, and with them,
introduced opportunity.
Reduction in Board size
Hibbitts’ and Wellborn’s retirements offer an
opportunity to “right size” the Co-op Board by
reducing the current 11-member structure to a
nine-member Board of Directors. The reduction
would make the Co-op Board more comparable in
size to the majority of electric membership corporations in Georgia. Currently, 36 of 41 (or 88
percent) of the EMCs in Georgia have boards with
nine or fewer members. A reduction in the number
of Directors will also enhance the efficiency of the
Board and Cooperative operations while continuing
to represent all Flint Members.
Flint’s Bylaws will need to be amended and approved
by the membership to officially reduce the size of
the Cooperative’s elected Board from the current 11
members to nine.
It is the Board’s recommendation to eliminate
Director District Area VII, Post II (City of Warner
Robins), which is vacant due to Hibbitts’ retirement,
and likewise eliminate Director District Area I, Post
I (Talbot, Harris and Muscogee counties), vacant due
to Wellborn’s retirement. By reducing the numbers through attrition, the Flint Energies Board can
change from an 11-member Board to a nine-member
Board, with balanced reduction in both the urban
and rural areas.

Modification in areas
In conjunction with the proposed reduction in Board size, it
is also important to modify the
areas that some Director districts
cover. The Flint Energies Board
recommends that the City of
Warner Robins district, Area
VII, be dissolved and incorporated into the Area IV district,
which is composed of Houston,
Bibb and Twiggs counties. This
consolidation will create four
at-large Director positions for
the entire district and expand
the base of candidates eligible to
represent Area IV in the future.

Sam Wellborn retired
in May after 25 years of
serving Flint Energies
Members.

Likewise, in the Area I district
that covers Talbot, Harris and
Muscogee counties, it is the
intention of the Board to merge
Area I with Area II (covering
Paul Hibbitts retired in
Taylor, Schley, Marion and
January after 19 years
Chattahoochee counties) that
of service.
is currently represented by two
Directors, Jackie Robinson and Jeff Wainwright.
Vote yes
With these changes, two things will stay the same.
You have the right to vote on all Directors, regardless of what district you live in, and all Members are
represented.
We believe that the proposed Bylaw amendments
will improve Flint and position it for the future. We
hope you agree. We recommend you vote “YES”
for each of the two Bylaw changes proposed on this
year’s Official Election Ballot.

Proposed modification to your Board of Directors
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11 Directors

Area VII, Post II
(City of Warner Robins)

will reduce to

will merge with

9 Directors

Area IV
(Houston, Bibb and Twiggs counties)
FlintEnergies.com

Focus on the future

Flint Energies’ 2017-2018 education programs
September
1—Deadline
for Bright Ideas
entries
Teachers: With
a Bright Ideas
grant, you could win
up to $1,000 for your
classroom!

October
17-19—Sunbelt Ag
Expo safety education
and games in
Moultrie, Ga.
Teachers: Book a
green power presentation for your class
or science club

February
1—Give Us an “A”
drawing

Bright Ideas Brigade
surprises winners!

Washington Youth
Tour winners
announced

The day after a holiday
is extremely busy for
Member Services.
Automated services
like phone or the
internet could save
you an office visit!

July 2016
August
2017

Teachers: Now is a
great time to book a
safety demonstration
for your students!
Go to flintenergies.
com and click on the
My Community tab to
request a speaker.

April
1—Give Us an “A”
drawing

January
19—Walter Harrison
Scholarship
applications due
26—Washington
Youth Tour
applications
due

June

May
Flint Energies
Foundation college
scholarship winners
announced

15—Give Us an “A”
drawing

7-14—Washington
Youth Tour

Statewide Walter
Harrison Scholarship
winners announced

Washington Youth
Tour selection
process begins

In case of an
outage, call
888.354.6836.

1—Give Us an “A”
drawing

March

Flint Energies
will be closed
Monday,
September 4,
in observance of
Labor Day.

December

November

Margins have been assigned
Margins accrued by Flint EMC (revenue after all expenses have been paid)
have been assigned to Members’ capital credit records. This assignment
is made by applying the percentage of the Cooperative’s margins to each
Member’s annual bill, before taxes. The percentage from Flint’s margins for
2016 is 0 percent. In addition, margins assigned to Flint by other organizations are also passed on to our Members. That amounted to 0.737 percent for
2016.
The table below shows examples of how you may figure your assignment.
Simply multiply the percentage figures shown below times your total billing,
less sales taxes, for the year.

Examples
Percentage

If annual bills
(less taxes) were:

$500

$750

$1,000

0%

Credits assigned from
Flint’s operating margins

$0

$0

$0

0.737%

Credits assigned from
associated organizations
(in certificate form only)

$3.68

$5.53

$7.37

Remember to keep us at Flint informed of your correct mailing address,
especially if you should move out of Flint’s service area. If you have any
questions about your assignments, please call your nearest Cooperative office.
22G
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Meet Jeremy Albritton
Apparatus Technician
Service Center

Cooperative cuisine
Water
4 ounces orange juice
8 whole pears
1 (32-ounce) container of yogurt, divided
16 ounces granola, divided

Georgia Grown
Pear and Yogurt Plate
Courtesy of Georgia Grown
Feed My School program

COURTESY GEORGIA GROWN

In a large bowl, stir together water and orange juice.
Wash, quarter and core fresh pears. Toss the pears in
the water/juice mixture to coat and acidulate, to prevent browning. Drain and discard liquid.
Make individual parfaits by layering the equivalent of
a whole pear with 4 ounces of yogurt and 2 ounces of
granola. Serves 8.
Visit Georgia Grown’s website, georgiagrown.com, for
recipes and information on farms and producers across
our state.

Co-op Card deals
Each week, we feature a Co-op Connections Card
Deal of the Week. The following local businesses
offer discounts when you show your Co-op
Connections Card:
August 7: Garage door services starting at
$69.95 at Warner Robins Supply in
Warner Robins
August 14: Get 10% off auto detailing or
power-washing services at Liquid Force
Auto Detailing and Power Washing in
Warner Robins
August 21: Receive 10% off purchase,
and call for a free gourmet coffee or tea
sample at Scown International
Enterprises in Warner Robins
August 28: Receive 10% off design, printing,
ink or toner at the Printer Shoppe in Bonaire
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Board of Directors

Neal L. Talton,
Chairman
David H. Cleveland,
Secretary-Treasurer
Jeffrey P. Wainwright,
Marian McLemore, Editor
Asst. Secetary-Treasurer
Patrick J. Braski
Member Services
Donald Chase
800.342.3616
Leighton Cooley
Arthur Head
Outage Hotline
Paul E. Hibbitts
888.354.6836
Jane W. Perfect
Clarence J. Robinson Jr.
Office Hours
Monday through Friday
Owner
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
You, Flint Member
Closed Saturdays,
Sundays & Holidays
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