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Epic storm requires
epic restoration efforts

November 2017

Energy tips

September 11, 2001, is recognized as a historic day for our nation, but
September 11, 2017, will now be recognized as a historic day for Flint
Energies. It was the day that Tropical Storm Irma ripped through Georgia
and devastated Flint’s system. The damage left in the wake of Irma was historic. “Irma was an epic storm,” says Marian McLemore, the Co-op’s Vice
President of Cooperative Communications. “It took Flint 80 years to build
our 17-county electric system and took just 24 hours of storm conditions
to destroy 43 percent of it.”
At the height of the storm, 36,535 of the 85,026 meters on the Flint system
lost power. Almost all the outages were created by tropical storm-force
winds knocking down trees onto power lines. Damage was widespread
across Flint’s service territory, which stretches from the Ocmulgee River in
the east to the Chattahoochee River in the west. This was an unprecedented outage event; more than 1.55 million power outages were reported in
Georgia as a result of damage from the storm.
Tropical Storm Irma was an epic storm, and Flint responded with an epic
restoration effort. Flint brought in 85 additional linemen from five electric
cooperatives in Missouri, one in Kentucky, two in North Carolina, one in
Tennessee and contractors Pike and Sumter Utilities. Flint's crews and the
additional manpower restored power to everyone in 99.5 hours. Without
outside crews from our sister cooperatives and our contractors, it may have
taken 15 days to complete power restoration.

Spending more time in the
kitchen during the holiday
season? Here's one way to
be more energy efficient:
Unplug small kitchen appliances, like toaster ovens
and microwaves, when not
in use. You could save $10
to $20 per year.
Source: U.S. Dept. of Energy

A Flint Energies line crew halts traffic to
unload a new pole to replace one broken
during the storm. More Irma photos on
page 22C.
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Two little words hold so much meaning now that the storm has passed. Thank you to all
of our Member-owners for all the well wishes, prayers, words of encouragement and
tremendous acts of kindness during our power restoration efforts. All the cupcakes,
cookies, snack bags, pizzas and meals you gave fed our bodies, but also our souls.
All the handwritten cards, calls, Facebook posts and other messages of support lifted our
spirits. Though we are unable to thank each of you individually, your overwhelming
support is very much appreciated. Thank you, Flint Members. You are the best!

Thank you to:

Special thanks to the linemen from:

Bonaire United Methodist Church and Loads of Love
Centerpoint Church, Warner Robins
City of Centerville
City of Centerville Police Department
City of Centerville Public Works
City of Perry Police Department
City of Perry Public Works
City of Warner Robins
City of Warner Robins Police Department
City of Warner Robins Public Works
Creekside Caterers
Georgia State Patrol
Houston County 911
Houston County Commission
Houston County Sheriff ’s Office
Houston County Public Works
Houston County Utilities
Michelle Gowan and the Cookie School
Ole Times Country Buffet
Peach County Sheriff 's Office
Squealing Pig BBQ
Taylor County Sheriff 's Office
Warner Robins Courtyard by Marriott

Kentucky
Salt River Electric, Bardstown
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Missouri
Barton County Electric Cooperative, Lamar
Laclede Electric Cooperative, Lebanon
Macon County Electric Cooperative, Macon
Ralls County Electric Cooperative, New London
Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Lancaster
North Carolina
Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative, Buxton
Energy United, Statesville
Tennessee
Cumberland Electric Cooperative, Clarksville
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1. Falling trees caused widespread damage to the Flint Energies system.
Dylan Whittington, Flint Energies Line Tech I, uses a chainsaw to cut a tree
off a line.
2. A crew from Barton County Electric Cooperative in Missouri repairs a line
in a Warner Robins neighborhood.
3. Todd Wainwright, a Flint Energies Line Technician Apprentice, wades in a
beaver pond while repairing a line.
4. A Laclede Electric Co-op line crew from Missouri loads supplies for the day.
More photos of the destruction are available for viewing on the Flint Energies
Facebook page at facebook.com/flintenergies/.
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Holiday notice
Flint Energies will be closed
November 10 in observance
of Veterans Day and
November 23-24 in
observance of Thanksgiving.
In the event of a power outage,
call 888.354.6836. Operators are
on call 24 hours a day.
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Peanut Power
Breakfast Muffins

Cooperative cuisine

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Spray a mini-muffin pan
with nonstick baking spray.
In a large bowl, mix together all ingredients. Spoon
mixture into prepared mini-muffin pan. Bake for 18
minutes. Let cool slightly before removing from the
muffin pan.
*Note: These muffins make a nice breakfast component
or finger food for a tailgate or party. They are similar to
a crustless quiche. Yields 24 mini muffins (8 servings).

GEORGIA DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Courtesy of the Georgia Dept. of Agriculture

6 large eggs
1 medium sweet yellow onion, chopped
1 cup fresh spinach, chopped
½ cup dry-roasted peanuts, chopped
½ cup Italian cheese, shredded
1 (3-ounce) package dry-packed, julienned
sundried tomatoes, chopped
¼ teaspoon salt
¼ teaspoon black pepper

Visit Georgia Grown’s website, georgiagrown.com, for
information on farms and producers across our state.

Co-op Card deals
Each month, we feature a few Co-op Connections
Card businesses. Show your Co-op Connections
Card at any of these places throughout the year
to receive a special deal!
Receive $5 off your first visit to Pranee's
Hair and Nail Salon in Centerville.
478.953.0044
Get 15% off regularly priced items at
Maxton Fashion Boutique in Warner
Robins. 478-929-0000
Receive 10% off your medical equipment purchase at MRS Homecare Inc.
in Warner Robins. 478.922-2889
Get 10% off business cards, banners,
yard signs, magnets and posters at
Print Works Plus in Warner Robins
478.923.2211
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