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Washington Youth Tour
changes hearts and lives
Each year, electric membership cooperatives (EMCs) across Georgia, 
including Flint Energies, send high school students to the nation’s capital 
for a week of friendship and fun. The Washington Youth Tour (WYT) is an 
opportunity for students to grow in their leadership journey and experience a 
once-in-a-lifetime trip.

The 2018 tour will be June 7-14, when hundreds of EMCs across the country send 
more than 1,800 students to Washington, D.C., for a chance to enjoy a full week 
of visiting the nation’s most treasured memorials and monuments while learning 
about the unique aspects of the cooperative business model.

This year, more than 100 high school students across Georgia will be selected for 
this weeklong trip. The tour is not just an opportunity to visit the nation’s capital, 
but also a chance to gain crucial leadership skills and interact with fellow dele-
gates from varying backgrounds and geographies. 

WYT delegates will find that their voices matter when given the opportunity to 
discuss important issues with elected officials during the trip. “Meeting our 
legislators in Washington is just one of many activities that teen delegates 
experience during the week,” says Jennie Lacey, WYT Coordinator for Flint 
Energies. “This trip changes participants’ perspectives and benefits them far into 

Washington Youth Tour
2018 tentative itinerary

June 7: Kickoff banquet, Atlanta
June 8: Team-building activi-
ties; flight to Washington, D.C.

Dates TBD for the following:
• Tour and lunch at Mount 
Vernon; Holocaust Memorial 
Museum; dinner at Union 
Station; evening guided tour 
of memorials; photo op at 
White House
• Guided tour of Jefferson, 
Lincoln, Korean War and 
Vietnam Veterans memorials; 
Arlington National Cemetery 
guided tour; dinner perfor-
mance of  “Newsies” at Toby’s 
Dinner Theatre in Columbia, 
Md.
• All States assembly; tour 
Smithsonian museums; cruise 
on Potomac River
• Tour Supreme Court, U.S. 
Capitol and Washington 
National Cathedral; Sunset 
Parade at U.S. Marine Corps 
War Memorial (Iwo Jima 
statue)
• Meet with Georgia’s con-
gressional delegation; tour 
Newseum and Library of 
Congress; All States farewell 
event

June 14: Return flight to Atlanta

Note: Itinerary subject to change

Flint Energies’ 2017 
delegates were, from 
left: Abigail Turner, 
Lawson Smith, Peyton 
Etheridge, Derek Huell 
and Samantha 
Scholz.

the future.”
 
Year after year, students return to their 
families and friends changed by their 
experiences. “The Sunset Parade at the 
Iwo Jima memorial made the greatest 
impact on me,” says Abigail Turner, 
who represented Flint Energies on the 
2017 Youth Tour. “I was filled with 
pride when I thought about all the men 
and women who daily sacrifice and 
serve our great nation.”

If you’re a high school junior living in 
the Flint Energies area, you might be 
interested in learning more about your 
state and country! Applications will be 
accepted through January 26. For more 
information or to apply, go to flintenergies.
com/washington-youth-tour. 
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Local WYT alumna thrives 
as leader of nonprofit
The week on the Washington Youth Tour (WYT) leads delegates down a variety 
of paths. Whether they go into politics or some other kind of public service, enter 
the military, work for an electric cooperative or pursue other jobs, delegates find 
the WYT experience can have an indelible impact on their career track or reaffirm 
a path that already had started. Here is one local WYT alumna who is making her 
mark with a nonprofit.

Amelia Day
2016 WYT delegate
Flint Energies, Reynolds
Founder and director, Operation: Veteran Smiles

Amelia’s story:
Both my granddads and my dad are veterans. I started Operation: Veteran 
Smiles in 2012, after I learned that many veterans in Veterans Administration 
(VA) hospitals often have no family or friends to support them. Many experience 
depression and have longer recovery times.
 
I began gathering volunteers and donations to make handmade cards and 
hygiene care packages. These items are then personally delivered to veterans in 
VA hospitals.
 
In 2016 I applied for the National 4-H Council’s Youth in Action Awards for my 
work with OVS. In March 2017, at the National Legacy Gala in Washington, D.C., I 
was named the National 4-H Youth in Action winner. 

U.S. Cellular, my sponsor for the National 4-H Youth in Action Awards, “adopted” 
OVS as its community service project for its associates nationwide. Before this, 
OVS had delivered more than 4,800 hygiene care packages (which include soap, 
toothbrush, toothpaste, tissues, etc.). As of October, U.S. Cellular associates 
had delivered 2,000, bringing OVS deliveries to more than 6,900 cards and care 
packages to hospitalized veterans in 15 states.
 
As founder and director of Operation: Veteran Smiles, I can’t tell you how much 
this means to me. 

What’s the best way for people to learn more about your organization or help?
Follow facebook.com/OperationVeteranSmiles. There is also a site for those who 
would like to donate a care package or host a delivery: bit.ly/helpOVS.

HOLIDAY NOTICE
Flint Energies offices will be closed 
Monday, January 15, in observance of 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

@flintenergies

Amelia Day, 
right, joins 
Operation: 
Veterans Smiles 
volunteers from 
the Muscogee 
County 4-H Club 
outside one of 
the veterans’ 
hospitals where 
they deliver 
cards and 
hygiene care 
packages. COURTESY OF AMELIA DAY
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Let Flint Energies 
help pay for 
your education!

Stop spending hours on the internet, searching for ways 
to pay for school. Apply today for the Flint Foundation 
College Scholarship! Don’t miss this opportunity to win one 
of 27 scholarships, worth $2,500 each, that will be awarded 
to students attending a four-year college or university.

Scholarship applicants must complete an application 
that includes an essay explaining how they demonstrate 
the Touchstone Energy core values of innovation, integrity, 
accountability and commitment to community in their lives. 
A panel of retired educators will judge these essays blindly, 
and those scores—coupled with the students’ grade-point 
averages, community involvement and financial need—will 
determine the winners.

The top eight scholarship recipients majoring in engineering 
or agriculture will receive $500 in additional scholarship 
funds, for a total scholarship of $3,000.

Applications for the 2018 scholarship program are now 
available; the deadline for the Flint Foundation College 
Scholarship is Wednesday, February 28, at midnight. Down-
load an application today at flintenergies.com/scholarships. 
Winners will be announced in May 2018.

Walter Harrison Scholarship

Flint Energies is also accepting applications for the presti-
gious Walter Harrison Scholarship, sponsored by Georgia’s 
EMCs. This scholarship can only be used by a student 
attending college in Georgia.

Walter Harrison Scholarships, worth $1,000 each, will be 
awarded to 11 students statewide in 2018. Grade-point 
average, SAT scores, academic standing, scholastic 

honors and financial need are considered when determining 
eligibility.

Students applying for the scholarship must be accepted or 
enrolled in an accredited undergraduate degree program, 
complete a two-page application and write a two-page 
autobiographical sketch, with reference to future plans and 
goals and involvement in the community. It is available 
to any college-level student, regardless of age, in Georgia 
whose primary residence is in the household of an EMC 
Member or employee. All EMC Members and employees are 
also eligible.

Go to flintenergies.com/scholarships for an application and 
a list of last year’s winners. Completed applications must 
be postmarked by January 26, 2018, and returned to: Walter 
Harrison Scholarship, Flint Energies, P.O. Box 7089, Warner 
Robins, GA 31095.

Earn your GED

The Flint Energies Foundation awarded funds to four local 
technical colleges to support General Education Diploma 
(GED) scholarships. Central Georgia Technical College, 
Southern Crescent Technical College, Columbus Technical 
College and South Georgia Technical College received funds 
to award 125 GED scholarships total.

Students pursuing a GED will be able to apply for funds 
through these local technical colleges that serve the Flint 
Energies area. This scholarship is limited to students whose 
primary residence is within one of the 17 counties serviced 
by the Cooperative. These funds were made available by 
unclaimed capital credits. For more information, please 
contact your local technical college.
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Flint Energies and its philanthropic 
arm, the Flint Energies Foundation, 
awarded a total of $10,000 to teach-
ers for creative and innovative lesson 
plans in the 11th year of the Co-op’s 
Bright Ideas program. 

Winning teachers were surprised in 
their classrooms by the Bright Ideas 
Prize Brigade representatives from 
Flint Energies with flowers, balloons, 
gift bags and big checks in November. 
The Bright Ideas program distributes 
grants of up to $1,000 for teachers to 
implement creative, innovative projects 
or lessons with students. The grants 
are not available for professional 
development or SmartBoard or iPad 
requests.

This year, $10,000 in Bright Ideas 
grants were given to 12 winning teach-
ers and their team members at schools 
in Bibb, Crawford, Houston, Peach and 

Schley counties.

Marian McLemore, Vice President of 
Cooperative Communications, says 
“Bright Ideas continues to be a major 
part of Flint’s commitment to edu-
cation. Our Foundation supports and 
encourages innovative and creative 
lesson plans that benefit students 
in the communities we serve. We’re 
dedicated to supporting local teachers 
who are energizing and inspiring their 
students beyond the pages of textbooks 
and the confines of classroom walls.”

In 2017, Flint Energies and the Foun-
dation invited teachers of grades K-12 
at public or private schools in the 
Co-op’s service territory to apply for 
the grants. Flint Energies’ service area 
encompasses parts of Bibb, Chatta-
hoochee, Crawford, Dooly, Harris, 
Houston, Macon, Marion, Monroe, 
Muscogee, Peach, Schley, Sumter, 

Talbot, Taylor, Twiggs and Upson 
counties. In September, the Cooper-
ative received 59 grant applications, 
requesting a total of nearly $60,000, 
from teachers. A panel of retired edu-
cators served as judges and reviewed 
the applications. The top scoring 
lesson plan ideas were funded.

Stacy Perry, a teacher at Crawford 
County Middle School in Roberta, won 
an iPad Mini for her classroom in the 
early bird drawing.

Flint Energies began its Bright Ideas 
program in 2006 and has awarded 
nearly $170,000 in grant money to 
teachers for 198 projects teaching 
more than 5,940 students in Middle 
Georgia.

See a list of the winners on page 26E. 
Photos are posted on the Flint Energies’ 
Facebook page.

$10,000 in Bright Ideas 
grants awarded to teachers

Melissa Williamson (back row, second from left) and her 
kindergarten class at Langston Road Elementary cannot 
contain their excitement over the Bright Ideas grant that 
will allow them to Skype with a scientist on Antarctica and 
others from around the world.
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School Award Educator Project
Byron Elementary $957.46 Joy Bassett Full STEAM Ahead!
Crawford County High $884.00 Lauren Johnson Graphs Are Everywhere
Eagle Springs Elementary $991.31 Diana Brown Adding It All Up
Eagle Springs Elementary $1,000.00 Rhonda King Alternative Seating for Students
Howard Middle $989.86 Rachael Smith YouTube Can Ukulele and You Can Too!
Langston Road Elementary $399.00 Melissa Williamson Skype in the Classroom
Schley County Elementary $377.79 Robin Hall Listen Up!
Schley County High $1,000.00 Hailey Henderson Students in the Spotlight
Thomson Middle $990.00 Darron Counselman Exploring the Small Stuff
Thomson Middle $936.50 Terra McMillan Code to Learn
Veterans High $951.45 Jeremy Fermin Got Flute?
The Westfield School $522.63 Shelley Greer Molecular Madness

Flint payment options are at your fingertips

USE THE APP
1. Download the Flint Energies app from your device's app store and 
    log in. You can also check your usage!
2. Select account you wish to make a payment to.
3. Click the Pay Now button.
4. Agree to the Payment Notice.
5. Select Credit Card or E-check, then click Edit to enter payment  
    amount and details.
6. Click Done, then click Charge.

It’s as easy as 1-2-3!

You can pay your Flint Energies bill in a num-
ber of ways: Visit us in person, pay online or 
give us a call at 800.342.3616. But did you 

know you also have a couple of other 
options? You can pay using our app or 
at a kiosk!

VISIT A KIOSK
Pay your Flint Energies bill or purchase Pay Your Way electricity, even on 
weekends and holidays, at a kiosk near you. Payments are immediate-
ly posted to your account. Kiosks accept cash, checks or credit cards 
(Visa and MasterCard only). Kiosks will not give change with cash pay-
ments. Any overage will be credited to your account.

Open 24 hours
Flint Energies
3 S. Macon St.
Reynolds

Flint Energies 
98 Carl Vinson Pkwy.
Warner Robins
Drive-thru kiosk available

Flash Foods
2699 Watson Blvd.
Warner Robins

Posted hours only
Freshway Market
233 GA Highway 49 S. 
Byron
7 days a week 
8 a.m.–10 p.m.

Giant Foods
580 N. Davis Dr. 
Warner Robins
7 days a week 
8 a.m.–9 p.m.

Piggly Wiggly
1425 Rocky Creek 
Road, Macon
7 days a week
7 a.m.–9 p.m.

101 S. Macon St.
Oglethorpe
7 days a week 
7 a.m.–9 p.m.
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Operation Round Up

$10,000 | Taylor County School District Police Department | The grant will assist with the 
purchase of a vehicle to enable coverage of all campuses.

$5,000 | Schley County Family Connection Collaborative | Funds will be used to finance the 
Students Against Destructive Decisions Program for the next three years.

$5,000 | Warner Robins Express 10-U YBOA Tournament | Funds will aid in the purchase of 
new playground equipment for their new location.

$5,000 | Marion County Recreation Department | Funds will aid in the purchase of new 
aluminum bleachers for the baseball/softball fields.

$5,000 | Montezuma Police Department | The grant will offset the cost of sending two officers 
to K9 training in San Antonio, TX.

$5,000 | The Broom Tree, Inc. | Funds will aid in the purchase of a vehicle and refrigerator.

$5,000 | The Nece Hopson Memorial Foundation, Inc. | Funds will purchase school supplies 
and winter clothing for indigent students in Houston County.

$5,000 | Warner Robins Daycare Center, dba Cherished Children | The grant will aid in the 
purchase of playground equipment for their new location.

$5,000 | Reese Road Leadership Academy | Funds will assist in the purchase of a ceramic 
kiln to be used to teach students art, art history and culture, meeting the Georgia Fine Art 
Standards.

$5,000 | Prevent Blindness Georgia | Grant will fund vision screenings for 750 children 
attending prekindergarten or elementary school within Flint’s service territory.

The Flint Energies Foundation Board of Directors awarded $55,000 in grants during its 
November meeting. Organizational grants went to the following recipients:

Increase in 
base charge
Effective with Member billings that 
begin on April 1, Flint Energies’ 
basic monthly charge for residential 
Member-owners will increase from 
$27 to $29.

The change moves the service charge 
closer to the true cost of service for 
residential Members, which the Co-op 
measures today at more than $32 per 
month per Member. The residential 
base charge has increased each year 
by $2 per year to reach $29 per month 
by 2018.

The Flint Foundation presents a check to the Warner Robins Express 10-U YBOA 
Tournament team during its November meeting.
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ON OFF

Space heaters are a great way to warm 
specific rooms in your home without 
having to crank up the thermostat, but 
using space heaters doesn’t come 
without risk! Use the tips below to 
keep your home safe.

Space Heater 
Safety Tips

DON’T: Use an 
extension cord 
to plug in your 
space heater. It 
can cause the 
heater to over-
heat, and can 
be a tripping 
hazard.

DON’T: Place 
your space heater 
near curtains, 
clothing, furniture 
or bedding.  

DON’T: Try to 
repair a broken 
space heater 
yourself.

DO: Keep your space 
heater at a safe 
distance (at least 3 
feet) from kids, pets 
and flammable items.

DO: Always follow the 
directions and take a 
broken space heater to 
a qualified appliance 
service center. 

DON’T: Put your space heater in your 
bathroom. The moisture can damage the 
unit, which could cause it to malfunction.

DO: Plug your 
space heater 
directly into 
the wall outlet.

DO: Keep your space 
heater in low-moisture 
rooms.

DO: Buy a 
unit with an 

automatic 
shuto� in 

case the unit 
tips over, or 

you forget to 
shut it o�.

DON’T: Leave your space 
heater unattended. 
Always unplug it before you 
leave the house or go to bed.
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Five tips to save 
energy at home

Set a programma-
ble thermostat to 
turn down the heat 

when the house is 
empty or everyone is 
asleep.

Insulate your 
electric water 
heater.

Plug leaks around 
windows, doors and 
power outlets with 

caulk and weather 
stripping.

Purchase ENERGY 
STAR products.

Monitor your energy 
use to spot trends 
and sudden changes.

DeEllen Wood, of Fort Valley, saves 
money by turning her thermostat to 
68 degrees in the winter and 78 
degrees in the summer.

1

2
3

4
5

Co-op Connections 
Card deals near you
Saving money is important to us all. As a Flint Energies Member, you have 
access to hundreds of discounts—local and national—with your Co-op 
Connections Card. Check out a few of our regional discounts and take advantage 
of being a card-carrying Member of Flint Energies. For a list of more discounts, go 
to connections.coop/flintenergies. Pick up a free card at any Flint office.

Jim’s Quick Lube, Warner Robins: Receive 10% off your 
oil change

Flint River Pharmacy, Montezuma: Receive 10% off over-
the-counter items, excluding $1 items.

Mama Goldberg’s, Warner Robins: Receive 10% off your 
purchase, Monday through Thursday.

Wiloh Tree, Butler: Receive 10% off your purchase; 
excludes silk flowers and monogramming.

the journey of a 

lifetime!
Washington Youth Tour

June 7-14, 2018

High Sc
hoolJuniors

Fun     Adventure     Memories     Leadership

Learn how to apply now for a FREE trip to 
Washington D.C. at flintenergies.com.

The deadline to apply is January 26, 2018.


