EnergyLines

As April arrives, it brings the showers
that produce spring flowers. It also
heralds the beginning of a potentially
stormy season that can result in power
outages. While Flint Energies strives
to provide reliable electricity to our
Members, there are times when Mother
Nature has other plans.
Most of us can ride out a storm from the
comfort and convenience of our homes.
However, there is a group of professionals that spring into action when the
weather takes a turn for the worst–
co-op lineworkers.

One of the most dangerous jobs

Braving stormy weather and other
challenging conditions, lineworkers
often must climb 40 or more feet in the
air, carrying heavy equipment, to restore
power. Performing what is listed as
one of the 10 most dangerous jobs in

the U.S., lineworkers must accomplish
detailed tasks next to high-voltage
power lines. To help keep them safe,
they wear specialized protective clothing
and equipment at all times when on the
job. This includes special fire-resistant
clothing that will self-extinguish,
limiting potential injuries from burns
and sparks. Insulated and rubber
gloves, worn together, protect them from
electrical shock. While the gear performs
a critical function, it also adds weight
and bulk, making the job more complex.
A lineworker’s job now goes far beyond
climbing a pole to repair a wire. They
are also information experts that can
pinpoint an outage from miles away
and restore power remotely. Line crews
use their laptops and cellphones to map
outages, take pictures of the work they
have done and troubleshoot problems.
In our community, Flint Energies

Flint Energies linemen, pictured at the
Reynolds Operations Center, are ready to roll
at a moment’s notice.
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#ThankALineman

The power
behind your power

lineworkers are responsible for keeping
6,700 miles of lines across 17 counties
working, to bring power to your home
and our local community 24/7, regardless of the weather, holidays or personal
considerations.

Governor Nathan Deal has proclaimed
April as Lineman Appreciation Month in
Georgia. During the month of April, use
#ThankALineman in your social media
posts. Let them know you appreciate the
hard work they do to keep the lights on,
regardless of conditions.
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Upcoming
spring festivals

CALL US
800.342.3616
REPORT AN OUTAGE
888.354.6836
flintenergies.com
VISIT US
Monday through Friday
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed Saturdays, Sundays
and Holidays

Perry Dogwood Festival
Perry | April 14-15
perrydogwoodfestival.com

Georgia JugFest
Knoxville | May 19
gajugfestival.com

Georgia Strawberry Festival
Reynolds | April 27-28
ga-strawberry.org

Georgia Peach Festival
Fort Valley | June 1-2
Byron | June 9
gapeachfestival.com
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Visit the
Touchstone Energy®
hot-air balloon
during the Dogwood
Festival in Perry.

Allen Williams Jr.
Cable Locating
Technician
Serving Flint
Members since
1993

Flint employees volunteer to set up the balloon the
morning of the hot-air balloon rally.
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Effective with Member billings that
begin on April 1, Flint Energies’ basic
monthly charge for residential Member-owners will increase from $27
to $29. The basic monthly charge for
general service—nondemand
accounts will increase from $29 to $31
per month. The base charge is the fixed
amount charged each billing period to
cover Flint's cost of a meter, reading the
meter, billing the account through data
processing, and collecting and crediting

payment. It also includes covering the
Co-op’s cost to maintain more than
6,700 miles of electric lines and 53 substations, while providing 24/7 service
and an outage reporting system. All this
for about a dollar a day. What a value!
The change moves the service charge
closer to the true cost of service for
residential Members, which the Co-op
measures today at more than
$32 per month per Member.
FlintEnergies.com

Running
for
good

Caryl Deems, left, accepts
the “#1 Volunteer” T-shirt
from Flint Fleet Feet
member Alton Ford.

By Donna Abernathy

When it comes to running, Caryl Deems has been there
and done that—and she has the T-shirt to prove it. But
one shirt holds a special place in her heart. Emblazoned
“#1 Volunteer,” the gift from the organizers of the Race
for Literacy 5K best sums up Deems’ passion for encouraging
others to run for fitness while also benefitting the community.
For more than 20 years, the Flint Energies Member has
worked quietly and tirelessly in the background to help
make area running events successful. Community groups
organizing benefit races often rely on Deems for advice
about logistics and marketing.
She also provides hands-on help at six area races each
year, performing tasks big and small to give runners
a positive race experience. This month, she is the race
director for the Taylor County Race for Literacy 5K, held
in conjunction with the Georgia Strawberry Festival in
Reynolds. She also volunteers at the Battle of Byron 5K,
Veterans Day Road Race in Kathleen, Firefighters’ 5K in
Butler, Labor Day Road Race in Macon and the Museum
of Aviation Foundation Marathon, Half Marathon and 5K
in Warner Robins.

“Without Caryl, we wouldn’t have a 5K,” says Alton
Ford, Chairman of the Taylor County race and a Member
Solutions Representative for Flint Energies. “In fact, a lot
of groups in this area wouldn’t have races if Caryl didn’t
help them.”
This is the 11th year Ford and Deems have teamed to
organize the race that benefits literacy education, including GED testing, in Taylor County. The race annually
attracts nearly 150 participants who run or walk a route
that Deems lays out.
Deems says she’s happy to pitch in because hosting a
quality race requires the help of many. “Great volunteers
are the key to success for any race,” she says. “Besides,
volunteering makes you feel good.”
Deems’ racing-organizing expertise stems from her love
of running. She started running at age 22 to stay fit for
her job in law enforcement. Now a Deputy Director with
the Georgia State Board of Pardons and Paroles, the Byron
resident continues to run 10 to 15 miles each week.
“Running takes no talent, and you can do it anywhere,”
says the grandmother of six. “I’m a very slow runner, but
I’m out there.”
When she’s not volunteering, Deems participates in about
two races a month. She has completed three full marathons (26.2 miles) and 30 half marathons (13.1 miles)—
and she has a T-shirt from almost every one.

Caryl Deems addresses
a group of runners at the
Race for Literacy 5K.

April 2018

The Flint Fleet Feet, a group of Flint Energies employees
who represent the Cooperative in community races, will
join Deems and fellow Flint employee volunteers for the
Taylor County Race for Literacy 5K on April 28. To register
for the race, visit ga-strawberry.org.
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Tips
to
5dig safe
Did you know April is National Safe
Digging Month? If you’re planning an
outdoor project this spring, remember
to dial 811 before you dig! Here is the
811 process for homeowners.

1

2

3

Notify: Call 811 or make a request
online at call811.com at least 2-3 days
before work begins. The one-call center
will transmit information to affected
utility companies who have potential
facilities in the area of your dig site.
Wait: Each utility company will send
a locator to mark the approximate
location of your underground utility
lines. This typically occurs within 2-3
working days.
Confirm: Confirm that all affected
utility operators have responded to your
request by comparing the marks to the
list of utilities the one-call center notified. State laws vary on the process for
confirmation; check with your one-call
center for more information.

4

Respect: Respect the marks, which
are your guide for the duration of the
project.

5

Dig carefully: If you can’t avoid
digging near the marks (18-24 inches
on all sides, depending on the law),
consider moving your project
to another part of the yard.

Co-op Connections
Card deals near you
Saving money is important to us all. As a Flint Energies Member, you have
access to hundreds of discounts—local and national—with your Co-op
Connections Card. Check out a few of our regional discounts and take advantage
of being a card-carrying Member of Flint Energies. For a list of more discounts, go
to connections.coop/flintenergies. Pick up a free card at any Flint office.
Gottwalls Books, Byron & Warner Robins: 10% off total
purchase
Newcastle RV Sales & Service, Byron: 10% off parts and
accessories
Hamlin A/C & Sheet Metal Inc., Macon: 10% discount on
service call charges.
Khoury’s Men’s Store, Fort Valley: $50 off any suit
(excluding the $99 suits)

Celebrate
April 22 will once again be recognized as Earth Day across the world.
At Flint, we will plant a tree at one of our offices as our green act and will
offer a special
treat* to Members
who visit any of our
offices on Monday,
April 23.
What will you
do to celebrate
Earth Day?

*quantities are limited
26D
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