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October is National Cooperative 
Month and Flint Energies is excited to 
celebrate the cooperative difference 
by offering our Consumer-members 
even more savings. Through our 
partnership with Touchstone Energy® 
Cooperatives, Flint offers our Members 
the free Co-op Connections® Program, 
which features product and service 
discounts at participating retail 
businesses. In turn, participating 
local businesses benefit from increased 
customer traffic and promotions in 
Co-op communications and advertising 
materials.

Go beyond the card
with Co-op Connections

Besides local savings, 
Co-op Connections offers 
national discounts on 
services, attractions, 
hotels, car rentals 
and more. Healthy 
savings discounts 
are available for 
prescriptions, 
dental, chiropractic, 
vision and hearing 
aids, plus discounts 
on lab testing and diabetic supplies.

New Flint Members receive a Co-op 
Connections Card and key fob. In re-
cent years, Flint has also mailed paper 
copies as bill inserts and cover wraps 
in GEORGIA Magazine. However, even if 
you don’t have an actual card, it’s still 
easy to participate because there’s an 
app for that! Members can “Go Beyond 
the Card” to save in their communities, 
while on the go and online. 

To activate your free membership, 
first go online to connections.coop; 
click “sign up” in the upper right-hand 
corner. From there you’ll enter your 
name, Zip code and a password to 
create your account. You may browse 
there, but also go to your device’s app 
store and search “Co-op Connections.” 
Download the app and use your new 

login information to access deals and 
start saving. 

National Co-op Connections Day is 
Friday, October 5, 2018. All Flint 
Energies Members are especially 
encouraged to support your favorite 
participating businesses that day. 
If you need a new card, simply print 
one at connections.coop or visit your 
local Flint Energies office. Don’t forget 
you can also download the free Co-op 
Connections app for Apple or Android 
devices.

If you own a local business and wish 
to be part of the Co-op Connections 
Program, you can join at no cost. 
Contact Jennifer Morton at 
jmorton@flintemc.com or 478.
988.3500, ext. 5195, to sign up and 
begin going beyond the card!
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Most of us who live in Georgia are used to long, hot days. So when we hear 
the term “green energy,” our thoughts often turn to solar panels. The option 
to install solar can be appealing when we receive an energy bill that’s a little 
higher than normal during the dog days of summer. You might have even 
scheduled an appointment to meet with a solar company. 

Before their representative arrives, Flint Energies encourages you to have your 
questions ready and waiting.

• Do you have to sign a contract, and if so, for how long? 
We suggest you also ask what method of payment they accept and what would 
happen should you sell your home.
• What is the total amount you would have to pay? 
You will want to know if work permits are required by the county and/or city, 
who pays for installing the disconnect switches and other equipment, who pays 
to remove and replace the solar panels should your roof need repair or replace-
ment and what would happen if you break your contract.
• Ask for details on the actual operation. Who do you call if the roof starts 
leaking? How do you know if the panels are working or how much energy is 
being generated? Do solar panels have a warranty?
• Ask the solar leasing company about their actual business. 
How long have they been doing business in middle Georgia? Are there other 
locations in the area that have installed solar panels that you can see? Is the 
company licensed to do business in Georgia, and are the installers licensed 
professionals?

These are just a few of the questions you should ask if you are considering 
rooftop solar for your home. For a checklist on determining if rooftop solar is a 
good fit for you, as well as more detailed questions, go online to flintenergies.
com/considering-solar.

Considering rooftop solar?
Be sure to ask questions
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strive to anticipate and plan for the future needs of their 
consumer-members.

Electric cooperatives often partner with local groups to bring 
economic opportunity to their local communities. This facil-
itation role is often the most valuable strength of the Co-op. 
Here in our 17-county service territory, we partner with local 

economic development authorities 
and other groups, such as the 
I-75 Corridor Council, to recruit 
industries to the area in an effort 
to promote trade, commerce and 
employment opportunities. 

Flint, in conjunction with local 
Chambers of Commerce and the 
state of Georgia’s Small Business 
Week, created the FireStarter 
Entrepreneur and Innovation 
Community and its FAB Lab, 
which provides community access 
to equipment and training that 
encourages innovation, entrepre-
neurship and STEM education.

The co-op business model is unique. It is pragmatic, mis-
sion-oriented and puts people first. Co-ops strive to be a 
trusted voice in their communities. 
We have earned that trust because, 
while not perfect, we always have the 
Members’ best interest at heart and 
are determined to enrich the lives 
of those living and working in the 
communities we serve––now and in 
the future.
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Dramatic changes are transforming all aspects of the 
energy industry. Interest in renewable energy is at an all-
time high, and ultimately Consumer-members want greater 
control over their energy use and payment methods. There’s 
no denying that electric utilities will have to change the way 
they provide energy to accommodate these trends. Fortu-
nately, Flint Energies is uniquely positioned to meet these 
changing energy needs because we are a cooperative. 

Co-ops are community-led
October is National Co-op Month, which is the perfect time 
to highlight the many ways electric cooperatives are unique. 
Cooperatives are locally governed, looking out for the long-
term needs of their consumer-members. 

Marian McLemore, Flint Energies Vice President of Cooper-
ative Communications, says, 
“Electric cooperatives belong 
to the communities they serve. 
This heightened community 
focus allows us to quickly adapt 
to evolving Consumer-member 
expectations. Our closeness to 
the community ensures a better 
response to these needs be-
cause we are led by the people 
that we serve.” 

Co-ops are a catalyst for good
Electric co-ops such as Flint 
Energies are a catalyst for 
good in our communities and 
offer a variety of projects and 
programs to benefit our Members. Flint supports education 
through Bright Ideas grants, college scholarships, “Give Us 
an A” and the Washington Youth Tour. Members can choose 
to have a post-pay account or a prepaid account, and they 
can pay through the Flint Energies app, online portal, at a 
kiosk, by text or in person. We provide green power through 
several landfill gas, wood waste and solar projects through 
our partnership with Green Power EMC, Georgia’s first renew-
able-energy program. Cooperatives exist to meet a need that 
was previously unmet in the community, and they continually 

Flint Energies Line Maintenance Technician, Al Jordan teaches a group of 
children how to be safe around electricity at a Be a Hero event.

Firestarter FAB Lab staff and volunteers teach classes such 
as woodworking, graphic design, embroidery and welding to 
students of all ages.

Cooperatives
see the future



Replenish your supply of batteries, 
bottled water, nonperishable food 
items and firewood to prepare for 
future storms.

If your electricity is out, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. If 
they do, you may have blown a fuse or 
tripped a circuitbreaker.

Storm debris can hide power lines that 
have fallen. Fallen trees entangled 
with energized lines can electrify any 
item they touch, such as a metal fence, 
a pond or standing water.

If power lines and poles are down in 
your yard or street, always treat them 
as if they are energized and dangerous. 
Never touch them and stay away!

Flint Energies is an equal opportunity provider and employer. FlintEnergies.com24D

Co-op Connections 
Card deals near you
Saving money is important to us all. As a Flint Energies Member, you have 
access to hundreds of discounts—local and national—with your Co-op 
Connections Card. Check out a few of our regional discounts and take advantage 
of being a card-carrying Member of Flint Energies. For a list of more discounts, 
go to connections.coop/flintenergies. Pick up a free card at any Flint office, or 
download the Co-op Connections mobile app for deals at your fingertips.

Destiny’s Boutique, Centerville: Free item with purchase of 
product.

Hamlin A/C & Sheetmetal, Inc., Macon: 10% discount on 
service call charges, must present card.
 
Shaping Up Her Fitness & Wellness Studio, Byron: 50% off 
registration fee.

Perry Chiropractic Health Center, Perry: Free wellness 
and spinal evaluations including X-rays, health score and 
spinal reading.
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4 If you’re without electricity and are 
using a portable generator, make sure 
you use it in a well-ventilated area.
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to stay
safe after
a storm
Should a severe storm occur, staying 
safe afterward is just as important as 
preparing beforehand.
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The October issue of GEORGIA Magazine should have been wrapped 
with an Official Annual Meeting Notice and Election Ballot. If you did not 
receive one, please contact Flint Energies at 1.800.342.3616, and we will 
ensure you receive a replacement.

Flint Energies Annual Meeting
Tuesday, October 23, 2018

Georgia National Fairgrounds, Perry
McGill Building

Doors open at 8:30 a.m.
Prize drawings, entertainment by Betty Cantrell and a free barbecue lunch

Official
         Notice


